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INTRODUCTION 

To  develop  future  plans,   a  basic  factual  knowledge  of the 
area must  be  compiled  and  understood.     Two  planning reports 
about  Siler  City  contain  the  needed  information.     The present 
report  on  the  town's   population and  economy  analyzes   the forces 
which  are  creating  a  unique   local  situation.     This information 
further  adds   to  the   initial  Land  Use  Survey  and  Analysis plan- 
ning report  undertaken by  the  Division of  Community   Planning for 
this  community.     Whereas   the  Population and  Economy  report dis- 
cusses   the  composition of  the  populace   in  terms  of  age groups, 
sex,   employable wage  earners,   educational  background,   etc., the 
Land  Use  Survey  and  Analysis  analyzed   locational  aspects and 
amounts  of   land  serving  the  population  in their  everyday activi- 
ties. 

The   local  situation has   changed   in recent  years. Siler 
City  is  becoming a  part  of  the  urbanized   Piedmont  Crescent of 
North  Carolina.     More  and more   interaction  is  occurring be- 
tween  the   local  population  and   facilities   in Greensboro, 
Burlington and  other   large  nearby  cities.     The  rural character 
is  changing  to  a  variety  of   industrialization.     In part, this 
has  caused  a  constant  growth  in population.     Within  the last 
several  years   the  availability  of  surplus   labor  has been 
lessened  because more  rural  residents  are working   in  the local 
industry.     Also,   the  availability  of  housing  is  nearly non- 
existent.     To  cope  with  this  problem an unusual  number  of sub- 
divisions  have  been  recently  developed  in  the  fringe  area around 
town.     Construction  in  town  is  occurring more  so  than  in many 
communities  of  a  similar size. 
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SUMMARY 

Siler  City,   the   largest  town  in rural Chatham County, is 
much   influenced  by  the  surrounding  agricultural  area. Locally 
grown poultry  and  eggs,   cattle,   hogs,   sheep,   tobacco, grains, 
and  timber  are  a  reflection of  the   industry   located   in and 
around  Siler  City.     Furniture  and   lumber,   flour  and  feed, pro- 
cessed  food,   textiles,   and  boxes  are   some  of   the  related indus- 
tries   that make  up  the  variety  of   local   industrial production. 
The   industries  presently   (1967)   employ  approximately 3,200 
workers  who  receive  nearly  $12 million  in  industrial wages 
annually. 

The   Town  of  Siler  City  has   an  estimated  January, 1968, 
population of  4,934 persons.^     This,   however,   is   not  an accurate 
picture  of  the  urban area whereas many   families  have recently 
moved   into  nearby  subdivisions.     In  the  fringe  area extending 
one mile  beyond   the  town   limits   in all  directions   there are 
approximately   1,822  persons.     The  planning  area   includes the 
total  of   the   town and  fringe  area,   or   in  this  case, approxi- 
mately  6,756  persons  as  of   January, 1968. 

Educational  achievement  and  occupational  potentials are 
very  closely  related.     The  educational   level   in  Siler  City is 
above   the  state  average   (median school  years  completed was 10.3 
compared   to  8.9   in   1960).     The   fact  that  the   largest percentage 
of workers   in  the   town  are  employed  as  blue  collar   laborers in 
commercial,   public  and  private  services,   and   industry indicates 
that  education and  employment  skills   are  not  fully developed. 
There  are  a  considerable  number  of  adults  who with additional 
training  could  achieve  higher   incomes   in  industrially related 
jobs.     For  those  graduating  from high  school  and advanced 
training,   the  potential  economic  achievement  during  a lifetime 
is   greatly   enhanced.     A more   educated  resident  population will 
result   in  furthering  the  community's  overall  economic growth. 

The   town  presently  attempts   to  attract   industry  through an 
active  Chamber  of   Commerce.     In  addition,   the  Siler  City Deve- 
lopment  Corporation owns   land  to  sell   to   industry.     The Corpora- 
tion has   developed  an   industrial  park northwest  of  town. The 
Industrial  Development   Corporation  has   the   legal   ability to 
issue   industrial  development   bonds   to   purchase   sites   and finance 
industrial  construction.     The   latter   is   a  offshoot  of  the Siler 
City  Development Corporation. 

Economic  benefits   are  received  by  Siler  City  for several 
reasons.     In reference   to  the  county,   Siler  City  is   the major 

On page 9 is a description of the method used to estimate the 
present population. 
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point  of  urban  activity.     It  possesses   the  best  variety of 
commercial  and   industrial   facilities   of  all   communities in 
Chatham County.     It  shares   the  benefit with  the  rest  of the 
county  in regards  to  proximity  to  the  cities   of   the Piedmont 
Crescent  and  to  the  Research Triangle. 

Future  gains  might  be  realized  in Siler  City  that are re- 
lated   to  regional   projects.     The  relocation  and  upgrading of 
U.   S.   421 will   improve movement  between  Siler  City  and the 
Greensboro  area.     As   travel  time   is  reduced  between  the two 
urban  areas,   Piedmont   industrial  and  commercial  outlets  may be 
able  to   locate   in  Siler  City  and  still  have  ready access to 
Greensboro.     Three  proposed  reservoirs   in  and  around Chatham 
County  may  have   some  effect   on  the   economy  of  Siler   City. In 
the  eastern  part  of  Chatham  County   is   the  proposed   New Hope 
Reservoir.     This   U.   S.   Army  Corps   of  Engineers  project will 
create  about   150 miles   of  shoreline,  much  of  which will be 
opened  for  residential  development  and  recreation areas. Land 
is  currently  being  purchased  for   this  project.     Smaller reser- 
voirs  are  being  planned   for  construction  at  Howard's  Mill (22 
miles   southwest  of  Siler  City   in Moore  County)   and  at  a loca- 
tion  near  Randleman  (20 miles   northwest  of  town). Construction 
of  these   impoundments may begin about 1970. 

The  County  Commissioners  are  presently  cooperating   in a 
joint   effort  with   the   County   Planning  Board  and   the   Soil and 
Water  Conservation  District  Supervisors  known  as   the Resource 
Conservation  and   Development   Program.     Chatham  County  and five 
other   nearby  counties   are   together   attempting   to  achieve a 
workable  plan  for  water  resources   development   in  the area. 
Additional  considerations   in  this   program  are   the encouragement 
of   industries   to   locate   in  the  area,   complete  soil surveys, 
improvement  of  agricultural marketing  procedures  and facilities, 
and  recreational  development   to  name  but  a   few aspects. 

Th e  Cha tham Co u nt y Boa rd o f  C omm i s s i o n e r s h a s h ir ed  L.   E . 
Wooten Engineering Assoc iat e s f rom Ra le igh to p r e par e a county- 
wide wa t er  and  s ewe r  p la n w ith pr o po s a 1 s   f o r th e nex t twenty 
years . The report wi 1 1 be com P le ted early this y ear ( 1968) . 
The eng ineers   are p r o po s ing an e ve n t u a 1  wa t e r s y s t em e x t e nd i ng 
between Siler  City, Pitt s b o r o a nd the Gu lf- Gold s t o n ar e a s . The 
s ys tern is  being des igne d t o ha n die th e  ex pe c t e d c o u n ty demand 
in 1990. 

The   County  Commissioners   should  soon  realize   the necessity 
and  value  of   a  county  subdivision  ordinance   to  preserve  many of 
the  attractive  qualities  of  the  rural  areas  and  protect the 
county   from  undesirable  development.     The  commissioners have 
applied   for  grant   funds   from  the  U.   S.   Department  of Housing 
and  Urban Development   to   partially  defray   the  cost  of  a county- 
wide   planning  program.     Both  activities  will  benefit   the  Town of 
Siler  City  in  future years. 
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Present  needs   of  the  community  center  around  public educa- 
tion not  only  for   the  younger  population but  also  for additional 
vocational  training  for   the  adult  population.     Without training 
programs   in mechanical  operations   and  skill  oriented job 
training  for  persons  over  30-35,   the   labor market  will become 
more  and more  restricted.     Industry will  not   locate   in  an area 
if   it   is  relatively uncertain of  its   future  availability of 
labor.     Vocational  education will  also   increase  the capabilities 
of  the   laborer  so  that  he  can  be more  competitive   in  the job 
market.     In  turn,  more   industries  which  require  greater indus- 
trial  skills  will  be more   likely  to  choose   the  Siler  City area 
for   location  if   the  area  has  available   industrial training 
facilities. 

Local  residents  are  becoming  increasingly  alert  to  the re- 
gional  perspective.     During  the  past   few years,   Siler  City resi- 
dents  have  realized   the  need   to  have   "expanding  horizons" rather 
than  a   local  community  attitude.     Leaders   in  the  community have 
actively  sought   industry and have  brought   it   into  the planning 
area.     Growth  --   ecbnomic,   physical,   and  social  —  has resulted 
from becoming  involved with  the  neighboring  counties. Improve- 
ments   in education and  economic  opportunity  are  also  on the up- 
swing   in  the region. 

Emphasis is now turning awa 
future needs. There are those i 
need to plan future development, 
facilities like the hospital and 
tion opportunities for the young 
t i o n . 

from  the  present  toward the 
the  community who  foresee the 

to  expand  the  size  of existing 
library,   and  to  provide recrea- 
and  old  segments  of  the popula- 

This same hope for a more liveable future environment has 
been evident among the area's county administrators. Chatham 
will soon have a county-wide planning program to coordinate 
development projects. The New Hope Reservoir, the relocation 
of U. S. 421, and the Resource, Conservation, and Development 
Program will all strengthen the county's economic, social and 
physical  ties   to   its neighbors. 
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POPULATION 

Early   Physical  Growth  of  Siler City 
Siler  City's   location has  and will  continue  to influence 

its  growth.     The  town began  as  a  small  settlement   in  1870 called 
Mathews   Crossroads.     This  was   the   location where   the Raleigh- 
Salisbury  and  Greensboro-Fayettevi1le  stagecoach roads crossed. 
The  settlement  was  renamed  Siler  City  at  a   later  date  and then 
incorporated  in   1887.     The  original  area  of  the  town was one 
square mile. 

Early   Population 
The   first U.  S.   Census   to  be  taken  in  Siler  City was in 

1890.     The  reported  population was   254 persons.     In the 
following  decade  the  town annexed   "Cotton Mill  Village" which 
was   the main reason  for  an   increase  of   186  persons   in  the second 
population enumeration.     (See   table  below).     The  greatest per- 
centage  of  growth was  experienced  between   1900-1910  when 455 

TABLE I 
POPULATION OF  SILER CITY 

1890-1960 

Year 

1890 

1900 

1910 

1920 

1930 

1940 

1950 

1960 

Popu la t io n 

254 

440 

895 

1253 

1730 

2 197 

2501 

4455 

Net Increase 

186a 

455 

358 

477 

467 

304a 

17 54b 

Partially  due   to annexation. 

b 
Majority of population increase due to annexation. 

Source:     1960  U.   S. Census. 

persons  were  gained.     If we  are   to  use   today's   figure of 3.3 
persons  as  being  representative  of   the  average   size   family back 
in  1900-1910,   the  455  persons  were  representative  of   138 addi- 
tional  houses  which were   built   in   town  during   that decade. 
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During  this  period  several   industries   located   in Siler  City, two 
of  which  are  now  the  Boling  Chair  Company  and  Siler City Mills. 
The   town realized  a  net  increase   in population of  350-500 per- 
sons  for each decade  from 1910-1950. 

As   a means  of  comparing Siler  City's  population growth with 
other   local  governmental  units,   the   following  summary of county 
and  township population figures  are   included.     Table  II indica- 
tes  the  census  counts   for Chatham County and  Mathews Township 
(which   includes  Siler  City),     The  growth  of  Mathews  Township has 
been  constant  since   1870 while  the  county's  population experi- 
enced  a  decline  between   1890-1910 before  population growth was 
again established. 

TABLE II 
POPULATION OF  CHATHAM COUNTY 

AND  MATHEWS TOWNSHIP, 1870-1960 

Year 
Cha tham 
County 

Mathews Township 
(Siler  City Included) 

Population Popu la tion 
Percent of 

County 

1870 19,723 873 4 

1880 23,453 1381 6 

1890 25,413 1848 7 

1900 23,912 2222 9 

19 10 22,635 2897 13 

1920 23,814 3639 15 

1930 24,177 447 1 18 

1940 24,720 5606 23 

1950 25,392 6377 25 

1960 26,785 77 18 29 

Source:     1960  U.   S. Census. 

Population  Growth  From 1950-1960 
Growth  to   the   town area   from   1950-1960 was   only  200 per- 

sons;   however,   an annexation  encompassing  the  area surrounding 
the  entire   town  in   1960  increased  the   town's   population by 1,754 
persons.     The  town  limits,   after  annexation  in  1960, encompassed 
an area  of  4 square miles  and  a  total  population of  4,455 per- 
sons.     The   increase  of  200  persons   in  the  area  of  the  old town 
limits  between  1950-1960 was   partially  the  result  of  a movement 
of  families   to  newly  developing  subdivisions  within  the  old town 
limits.     Homewood  Acres,   Forest  Hills,  Dogwood Acres  and the 
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area north of Jordan Mathews High School were the primary growth 
areas   in  the   1950's;   all  were  annexed   in 1960. 

Chatham County  population gained  only  7,062  persons   in nine 
decades  up  to   1960.     Mathews  Township  was   the   location of 6,845 
of  the  7,062  overall  population  increase   in  the  county during 
the  same  ninety  years.     By   1960,   7,718  of  the  county's popula- 
tion resided   in and  around  Siler   City.     Reference  here  again is 
made   to   Table II. 

The  Siler  City  population,   as  noted  above,   is   the major 
population concentration  in  the  county.     Table  III   indicates the 
constant  growth  of  Siler  City  and   its   increasing  importance re- 
lative   to  the  total  county and  township  populations.     The biggest 

TABLE III 
RELATIONSHIP OF  SILER  CITY'S POPULATION 

TO  CHATHAM  COUNTY AND   PITTSB0R0  POPULATION TOTALS 
1890-1960 

Siler  City Siler  City Pittsboro 
Year Popula t ion Percent  of  County Population 

1890 254 1 a 

1900 440 1.8 424 

1910 895 4 502 

1920 1253 5.3 584 

1930 1730 7 . 2 675 

1940 2 197 8.9 826 

1950 2501 9.8 1094 

1960 4455 16 . 6 1215 

Pittsboro figures were not returned separately from the town- 
ship  until  the   1900 census. 

gain  occurred  because  of  the   1960  annexation  in  Siler City. 

While   the  above   indicates  what  has  happened   to  the popula- 
tion   in Mathews  Township  and  Chatham  County,   it   is interesting 
to  compare   this   information with  the  population records  of the 
adjacent   townships   surrounding Mathews  Township  (Siler City). 
Table  IV compares   five  adjacent  townships   in  Chatham  County and 
three more  which  are  to  the  west   in Randolph  County. Overall, 
the  eight   townships   show a  growth  of  3,717   persons   from 1910- 
1960.     Individually,   only   Liberty  and  Columbia  Townships   in ad- 
jacent  Randolph  County  and  Bear  Creek  Township   in  Chatham County 
realized  an appreciable  gain of  population due   to  their small 
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community   in  each case.     Hickory Mountain  Township   in Chatham County 
had  the   largest  population  decrease  over  the   last   five  decades. None 
of  the  surrounding townships  have  increased  to  the extent of Mathews. 
This  reflects  the absence of growing communities which act as nodes 
for  population concentrations. 

TABLE IV 
MATHEWS  TOWNSHIP AND  SURROUNDING TOWNSHIP'S 

CENSUS   TOTALS  AND   PERCENTAGE   CHANGE, 1910-1960 

Towns h i p 

MATHEWS TOWNSHIP 

Chatham County 
Albright 
Hadley 
Hickory Mountain 
Gulf 
Bear Creek 

19 10 

1,257 
1 ,045 
2,293 
2,725 
2 ,227 

1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 

Percent 
Change 

1910- 1960 

2,897    3,639    4,471    5,606    6,377    7,718 166.4 

1,363 
1,082 
2 ,258 
3,021 
2 ,522 

1, 296 
999 

1,936 
2,955 
2 ,548 

1,363 
904 

1,729 
2,903 
2,382 

1,494 
854 

1,522 
2,870 
2,449 

1,403 
895 

1,374 
2,858 
2 ,640 

11.6 
14.4 
40 . 1 
4.9 

18.5 

Randolph County 
Coleridge 
Columb i a 
Liberty 

Total  for Eight 
Townships* 

1,585 
2 ,980 
1 ,880 

1,647 
2, 146 
2, 126 

1 ,637 
3 , 464 
2 ,908 

1,560 
3,954 
3 , 194 

1 , 605 
3 , 599 
3 , 600 

1 , 422 
4,250 
3,610 

14,735   17,163   17,743   17,989   17,984 18,452 

10 .3 
42. 6 
92.0 

25 . 2 

*  Excluding Mathews Township. 

Source:     Population  of  Counties   and Minor   Civil  Decisions:     1910-1960; 
Piedmont  Subregion of  North  Carolina,   Department  of Conserva- 
tion and  Development,  Division of  Community Planning, 
January,   1962. 

MAP  I       TOWNSHIPS  SURROUNDING  MATHEWS   TOWNSHIP AND  SILER CITY 
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7. Columb i a 
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Population  Growth 1960-1968 

S i ler City 
There   has   been  no  census   for   Siler  City  since   1960.     It is 

possible,   however,   to  arrive  at  a  fairly  accurate  estimate  of the 
population  by  using  the  number  of  housing  units  as  a  base. The 
Land  Use  Survey  and  Analysis   indicated   that  there  were 1,490 
dwelling  units   in  town as   of August,   1967.     This  count  has now 
been revised   for  January,   1968.     All  dwelling  units  were counted 
for  the   survey.     Included  are   single   family  dwellings, duplexes, 
apartments   and mobile  homes.     As  of   January   1,   1968,   the town 
area  contained:     1,288  single   family units 

109   two  and  three   family residences 
70 multi   family units   (4 or more) 
28 mobile homes 

or  a   total  of   1,495  dwelling units. 
By using  the   1960  city  average  of  3.3   persons  per dwelling unit 
and   the  above  up-to-date  house  count,   the   January   1,   1978, popu- 
lation  can be  estimated.     Multiplying   the  number  of households 
(1,495)   by   the  average  persons  per  dwelling  unit   (3.3)   gives an 
estimated  population  for  January   1,   1968,   in  Siler  City  of 4,934 
inhabitants.     This   is   an  increase  of  479  persons   since 1960. 
Building  permits  verify  this   increase.     In   1960   the census 
enumerated   1,347   dwelling  units.     Between   1960  and  January 1, 
1968,   building  permits  have  been  issued  by  the  Town Clerk's 
Office   for  construction  of  approximately   150 residential units. 
Combining  the   1,347  existing  units   in   1960 with   150 building 
permits   for   1960  through   1967,   the  total  of   1,497   dwelling units 
is   very  close   to   the   up-to-date  house count. 

Fringe Area 
The one mile area beyond the town limits, dubbe 

"fringe area", is going through a process of growth 
that which occurred in the Dogwood Acres and Homewoo 
divisions prior to their annexation in 1960. Just b 
City's town boundaries are seven actively developing 
areas and an extension of a subdivision which was fu 
the   town  at   the   time  of   the   1960 annexation. 

These  seven housing  areas  outside  the  town   limits   of Siler 
City are: 

Booker   T.   Washington  Park Subdivision 
Crestview Subdivision 
"East   Side" Development 
Eden  Hills Subdivision 
Pine  Forest Subdivision 
Pineview-Hi1lcrest Development 
Sherwood  Forest Subdivision 

The   seven  areas   include   89   occupied  houses   and  an  estimated popu- 
lation  of  353   persons  based  on  survey responses.* 

d as the 
s imilar t o 
d Acres s ub- 
eyond  S i 1 er 
res iden t ia 1 

1ly with i n 

Average  household  size  3.95 persons. 
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Each of  the  residential subdivisions were  surveyed  in late 
1967  through the  use of a  single page questionnaire administered 
house  to house.    Eden Hills was   included even  though  it  is be- 
yond  the  one mile  planning  area  boundary.    The   location of the 
Eden Hills  subdivision  is  closely related  to both  the industrial 
park and Siler  City.    Dependence of Eden Hills  residents upon 
Siler  City  is  no   less  than the other  fringe area subdivisions. 

The residents  of  these  subdivisions  represent a population 
who has  relocated  in the   last  eight  years.    Responses  to the 
survey  indicate  that  ninety percent of  the homes   in  these areas 
have been constructed  since   1960.    Nearly half  of  the houses 
have  been built   in  the   last  three  years (1965-1967). 

All  of  these  subdivision residents were  not  a  part of the 
1960 census   in their present   location;   this   is  a  substantial in- 
crease  in building  for  the  Siler City area.    Survey responses 
indicate  sixty-four  (64)  of  the  families   (roughly 224 persons) 
lived   in Siler  City prior  to moving  to a  fringe area subdivision 
The  small  number  of  vacant  homes   in town and  new residential 
construction are  two  indicators  of a growing community. The 
vacated  housing of  the  64 families  provided dwellings  for new 
residents,  became  replacements  for destroyed buildings,  and pro- 
vided a variety of  housing  types  for  families moving  into the 
area.    The  vacancies  for prospective home buyers  are  almost nil 
at  the  present  time  in Siler City. 

In addition  to  the  seven  subdivisions,  Homewood Acres has 
grown so  that currently  twelve  new homes  in this  subdivision are 
beyond  the  town  limits.    Those  twelve houses,  all built since 
1964,  represent approximately  forty-seven persons.     This area 
was  not  included  in the survey but  it  too represents  a relocated 
population and one  that  is  almost entirely dependent on Siler 
City . 

Other  fringe  area  housing  includes   farm houses,  rural non- 
farm residences,   and mobile  homes.     There  are  320 rural  homes in 
addition  to   those  found  in subdivisions.     If  the   family  size is 
an average  of  3.95  persons   as   is   true   in  the   fringe  area sub- 
divisions,   the  rural  farm homes  and  rural  non-farm residences 
would  provide  approximately   1,264 persons   to   the  fringe area 
popu lat ion. 

Mobile  homes  were  surveyed  in  the   fringe  area  as well as 
the   town.     The   survey  revealed  forty-one mobile  homes   located in 
the  fringe  area  as  of  January,   1968.     Only  one  trailer  park pro- 
vided  rental  sites   for mobile  homes   in  the  planning  area.     It is 
located   in the  fringe  area  just  east  of   town.     Fifteen trailers 
were   temporarily   located  there  at  the  time  of  the survey. 
Twenty-six  of   the  forty-one mobile  home   families  responded to 
the  survey  in  the   fringe  area.     Each mobile  home  contained an 
average  of  three  persons.     The   forty-one   fringe  area mobile 
homes  represented  approximately   123  additional  area residents. 
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Together, the one mile fringe area 
estimated 1,822 persons. The following 
above statements. 

population   totaled an 
breakdown  summarizes the 

TABLE V 
SILER  CITY  FRINGE  AREA POPULATION 

JANUARY 1, 1968 

Number Ave . Persons Approximate 
Res idence Units Per Dwe 11 ing Popu lat ion 

Subdivis ions 1 1 1 3 .95 435 

Rural   farm  and non-farm 3 20 3.95* 1264 

Mobile homes 41 3 .0 123 

Total 472 1822 

*  Assumed   to   be   the   same   as   the subdivisions. 

Source:     Housing  Survey  and  Land  Use  Survey  conducted  by the 
Division  of   Community   Planning,   August   and December, 
1967 . 

Total   Planning  Area Population 
A  spot   check  was  made   during   the   first  week   in January, 

1968,   to  update   all  housing  counts.     The   town  population was 
estimated   at   4,934  persons.     The   fringe   area  which contains 
approximately   1,822   persons   brings   the   January,   1968, population 
count   for   the   Siler   City  planning   area   to   an  estimated 6,756 
residents.     Mathews   Township,   which   includes   all   of   the planning 
area   plus   additional   land   area,   is   estimated   to  have   had one- 
third   of   the   county's   population   in 1967. 
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POPULATION PROJECTIONS 

S i ler City 
Siler  City  has   been  experiencing  an   increase   in population 

since   its   incorporation   in   1887.     Unless   some  unusual  and un- 
foreseen  events   transpire   during   the  planning  period,   Siler City 
should  continue   to   increase   in  population.     The  big question 
centers   around  how much  of   an  increase  can  be expected. 

After   a s tudy of the area 1 s economy a nd past popu latio n 
tre nds ,   the   fo 1 lowi ng pro jections have bee n made . Underlyi ng 
the projection s is the as s ump t io n that the indus t rial promo ter s 
of   the communi ty  w i 11 be able to continue to attr act  new in dus- 
try   into   the a rea. 

In   1960 S i le r City h ad  a pop ulation o f 4,455 During the 
past  eight yea r s th e   p o pu 1 a t i o n h as moved upward to  an esti 
ma ted   4,934 as of J anuary , 1968. Th is   e qu a 1 s   a g rowth rate of 
a ppr ox ima t e1y 1.34 p e r ce n t   per ye ar. Look ing to the future , th 
population of Siler City will pro bab ly con t inue t o increase at 
this   rate   to a round 1980 . Therea fter the growth rate will pro- 
bably  slow  down  due  primarily   to   the   diminishing  vacant   land in 
the   incorporated  area.     If  during  the   1980's   the   town annexes 
all  of   the   urbanizing  areas   adjacent   to   the   town   limits, the 
1990   population   is   projected   to  be   6,500.     If  these   areas are 
not  annexed,   the  Siler  City  population   in   1990   is   projected to 
be   6 , 100. 

SILER   CITY   POPULATION PROJECTIONS 

4,950* 
5 ,050 
5,750 

(6,500  with annexation 
(6,100 without annexation 

* Estimate ba s e d o n  a h ous ing  count. 

Planning Area 
Of mos t imp o r t anc e to   the  planning p r o j e c t i s the po pu 1 a- 

t i o n  est ima te for the p lanning  area rathe r than jus t for the 
town. The po pu 1 a t ion o f   the  planning are a  s upp or ts the e c o nomy 
of  Si ler Ci ty and makes the   commercial, i ndus tr i a 1 , educa t iona 1 , 
c omme r c i a 1, s ocia 1 , and governmental acti v i t i e s wha t they are. 
The populac e r e s i d ing i n  the   planning are a may at t ime s c ollec- 
tively act a s para sites upon  the   town but their pre s e nc e i n a 
recriprocal s uppor t i ve community  role is all  e s sent i a 1 in rea- 
1 i z i ng   a   1 i ve able and t unctioning communi ty. I t is f rom the 
p lanning ar e a popu latio n  that   future need s   s ho u Id b e  pr o j ec ted. 

12 

19 68 - 
1970 - 
1980 - 

1990 - 



It   is   estimated   that   1,822  people   reside  within  one  mile of 
the   corporate   limits   of  Siler  City.     By  adding   this   number for 
the   fringe  area   to   the  Siler  City  population,   it   can  be con- 
cluded   that  approximately  6,756  people   lived   in   the   Siler City 
planning  area as  of  January,   1968.     For  projecting  the popula- 
tion  for   1970,   1980,   and   1990 an  annual   increase  of  2.2 percent 
(21.7  per  decade)  was  used.     This   percentage  represents the 
average   annual   increase   of   the   township   for   the   last   fifty years. 

PLANNING AREA   POPULATION PROJECTIONS 

1968 - 6,756* 
1970 -     7 , 100 
1980 - 8,600 
1990 - 10,300 

Estimate  based  on  a  housing count. 

Chart I depicts the population projections by the average 
rates per decade graphically on the following page. The trend 
lines indicate growth for Siler City and Mathews Township at a 
decreasing rate.     See  page 14. 
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FACTORS INFLUENCING POPULATION PROJECTIONS 

In  addition  to   the  establishment  of  a   new  industry  or faci- 
lity  that  would  cause  an  increase   in population,   there  are fac- 
tors  within  the  existing  population which may work  to  prove or 
disprove   the   projected  population   for   the   Siler  City planning 
area.     Below  is   a  brief  discussion of  some  of   the   innate popula- 
tion characteristics. 

Females   of  Childbearing Age 
The   1960  census   enumerated  844 women  in  the  Siler  City area 

of  childbearing  age   (15-39).     In  order  to  determine  the situa- 
tion   in   1970  an  approximation  can be  obtained  by  subtracting the 
30-39  age  group   in   1960  and  adding  the  younger   5-14 year  old fe- 
males  which will  have  replaced  that  older  age  group by   1970. In 
so  doing,   there   is  an overall   increase  of  exactly   100 females. 
Approximately 944 or  21.1  percent  of  Siler  City's   1960 popula- 
tion will  be   in  the  productive  age  group   in   1970.     Taking into 
account  the  population  increase   from   1960-1967  and   if   21 percent 
of  the  estimated   1967   population of  4,934  is   in  the productive 
age  group  today,   this  number  has  already   increased  to   1,036 fe- 
males   over   the   1960  figure  of 844. 

Whether  or   not   the  annual  number  of  births   increases in 
future  years  depends  upon birth  control  practices,   economic fac- 
tors,   individual  family  choice  and/or  preference  as   to family 
size,   and   the   overall  change   in   the   total   population.     The in- 
crease   in  the  number  of women  of  childbearing  age  boosts the 
potential  for  a  subsequent  rise   in  the  number  of births. 

Age   Group Structure 
A  young  population may  be   indicative   of  a   future population 

increase.     The   1960  population  data  enumerated   in  Table  VI in- 
dicates   just  that.     The   5-14 year  old  age  group  represents the 
largest  category   in both Mathews  Township  and  Siler  City. One 
third  of  the   township  and  Siler  City  populations  were  under 15 
years  of  age   in   1960.     Again,   the  increase   in  population will 
be  noticed when  this   large   5-14 year  old  group  of females 
reaches   childbearing  age.     The  female  8-14 year  olds   in 1960 
would  now be   of   childbearing  age.     The  younger,   for   the most 
part,   are   still  attending school. 
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TABLE VI 
SILER  CITY AND  CHATHAM COUNTY 

MALE-FEMALE   POPULATION BY AGE  GROUPS   FOR 1960 

Ann       (1 y n i i r\ e   u r u u p O X J. c L KJ J. L y u u a L n am vj o u n c y 
Male Fema le Male Fema1e 

Under 5 232 235 1447 1393 

5-14 484 472 3053 2887 

15-24 3 12 3 14 2024 1908 

25-34 3 12 330 1630 1739 

35-44 336 366 1807 173 7 

45-54 230 211 1408 1379 

55-64 147 183 980 1151 

65  and over 108 183 107 1 117 1 

2161 2294 13420 13 3 65 

Ratio 48 .6   : 51.4 Ra t io 50.1 :   49 .9 

Source:     1960  U.   S. Census. 

Other  Vital Statistics 
Between the   1960  census  and  January   1,   1967,   public records 

for  Siler  City  indicate  605  births  and  219  deaths  or  an increase 
of  386  persons.     This  was   a  natural   increase  of  55  persons per 
year.     There  are many  uncontrollable   factors  which would make 
the  birth  and  death  rates   fluctuate  and   in  turn affect  the popu- 
lation  projections.     In  the   long  run,   the  rates may balance to 
show a  natural   increase   in  the   town and  the  township population. 

Reflected in the natural i ncre a s e over the P a s t d e cade s is 
a   change   in the house hold   s i z e  of  Si 1 er City r e s i den t s • Th e 
Land  Use Survey s ugge s t s the 1967 ave rage ho use ho Id s i z e wa s 
3.3   persons in town. The   c e n s u s for 1960 sh owe d the P 0 pu la t i o n 
per  household i n  t own at   3.48 persons The tre nd ha s b ee n an 
increas e   in the numb e r  of  h o u s e h o 1 d s and  a d e cr e a s e i n f am i iy 
size. 

Migration 
The  movement  of  residents   to  or   from  Siler  City naturally 

affects   future  population  estimates.     If  a  substantial  number of 
young  families move   into  town,   the   future  projections   could be 
drastically   altered.     A  new  industry  which  requires   a labor 
force   of   several  hundred  workers  might   attract many families 
into  the  area.     This   industrial   laborer's   family  brings   an imme- 
diate   increase   in  population   (his   family)   and  a   potential in- 
crease   in  family  size   that  may  be  realized   in  coming years. 
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Siler  City has  had  several  new  industries   initiate opera- 
tions   since   1960.     These  plants  have  attracted  some  new families; 
other   families  have  come   to  Siler  City  for  a multitude  of addi- 
tional  reasons.     If  the  natural   increase   for   1960-1966 mentioned 
on page   16   is  added  to  the   1960  population  (4,455  + 386), a 
population  gain of  89  persons   is   indicated  by  the  present esti- 
mate.     An   increase   through  in-migration may  have  a "multiplier 
effect"  on population growth  in  the   town.     Migrants  are nearly 
always  youthful  and  thus   alter  the  age  structure  of   the popula- 
tion  in a  direction  favorable  to higher   fertility  and lower 
mortality. 

In  the   fringe  area,   the  recent  subdivision  survey revealed 
that  seventeen  families  have moved  from  other  towns   to their 
present  home  since   1960.     This  accounts   for  an estimated overall 
increase  of  fifty-nine   (59)   persons  who  have migrated  to the 
Siler  City   fringe  area  subdivisions   from other communities. 

17 



POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

Minority Groups 
The  Siler  City  incorporated  area  contained  a  very small 

percentage  of   nonwhites   prior  to   1960.     Siler  City's   Negro popu- 
lation was  only  6  percent  of   the   total   in   1950.     The   1960 annexa 
tion   included  the  Negro  residential  area  of  Lincoln Heights in 
the  northern  portion  of  town.     This  population was  reflected in 
the   1960  census.     There were   listed  at  that   time  986 Negroes or 
21.7  percent  of  the   town's   population.     No  other minority groups 
were   living   in  Siler  City   in 1960. 

The  Negro  housing  area  of  Lincoln Heights  extends north 
into  the  fringe  area.     Booker  T.  Washington  Park  subdivision is 
a  new Negro  housing  development  just  north  of  Lincoln Heights, 
also   in  the   fringe.     These  and  other  Negro  housing  areas are 
enumerated  in  the  population  figures   for  Mathews  Township. The 
township  contains   2,182  Negroes  who  are  28.3   percent  of the 
population.     This   is   a  higher  percentage  than was   indicated for 
the   town area. 

The   percentage  of   Negro   population   for   the   state  was 25.3 
percent   in   1960;   for  Chatham County,   31.4 percent. 

Educational  Level  of   the Population 
The  population characteristics   of  age,   sex,  birth  and death 

rates,   etc.,   are   important   factors   in  the  structure  of the 
community.     However,   education  and  employment  skills,   and the 
income  which   local  citizens  are  able  to  earn with  these skills, 
also  greatly  influence  the  character  of  the   town.     By under- 
standing  these  characteristics,   the  town  can  attempt   to have an 
influence  upon   its   citizens  by  providing  better  education and by 
aiding   in  the  establishment  of  higher  paying  industries which 
will  utilize  the  educational  and  employment  skills   to  be found 
within  the   local population. 

As a State ,   Nor th Caro 1 i na d 
to ot he r States when discus sing e 
ment . Although the median of   10 . 
City re s i d e n t s is   above the North 
Chath am County median (8.7) it st 
na t i o na 1 level of  educat ion (medi 

we 1 1 in 
eve 1 s of 
due a tion 
d i a n (8. 

The   past  census   indicated  a much  greater  number  of high 
school  graduates   over   the   1950  census.     Not  all  of   this increase 
could  have  been  from  the  area  annexed.     Although  the educational 
data  of   the   1950  and   1960  censuses   for  Siler  City  should  not be 
compared  because  of  unequal  geographic  areas,   Table   VII   is in- 
cluded  as   an  informational  base  to   later  be  compared  with 1970 
data. 
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TABLE VII 
EDUCATIONAL  DATA FOR   SILER  CITY, 1960 

Years  of  School Completed 1960        Percent     19 70 Percent 

Persons  25 years  old and  over        2,420 100 

School  years completed: 

None 31 1 .2 

Elementary: 1 to 4 years* 173 7 . 1 

5 to  7 years 556 23 .0 

8 y e ar s 2 40 9 .9 

High School: 1 to 3 years 488 20 .2 

4 ye ar s 568 23 . 5 

College: 1 to 3 years 202 8 . 4 

4 years  or more 162 6 . 7 

Median school years  completed 10.3 

* Persons with   less  than five years  of  school  are  referred  to as 
functional  illiterates.     There were  204 such persons  in 1960. 

Source:    PC  (1)   - 35C - U.  S.  Census  of  Population, 1960. 

Current  enrollment  figures  in Siler  City's  schools  are in- 
dicative  of  a slightly  increasing  school population over past 
years.     Third month enrollment  figures  (October 30 - November 
28,   1967)   for  Siler City's  three elementary  and  two high schools 
were  as  follows: 
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TABLE VIII 
SILER  CITY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 

FOR PERIOD  ENDING NOVEMBER  28, 1967 

Grades Enrollment 

E1e me n t ar y 

Cha th am 

Henry Siler 

Paul Braxton" 

Secondary 

Chath am* 

Jordan Mathews 

White     Negro    Tot al 

8 

7 

8 

12 

12 

203 

875 

1 

531 

697 

3 

15 

283 

11 

697 

206 

890 

284 

542 

1,610    1,009 2,619* 

Source:     Chatham County  Superintendent's  Office,   Board  of Educa- 
tion,   Pittsboro,   N.   C.,   January, 1968. 

*  Includes   special  education classes. 

School  enrollment   totaled  2,619  students   in  all  grades for 
the   third month  report   of   the  1967-68  school  year.     The  year be- 
fore   the  enrollment was  2,560  students.     Thirty-seven   (37) per- 
cent  of   the   total   city  enrollment  is  attending  the  Negro Chatham 
Elementary   and Chatham High   School.     Minor progress  in inte- 
grating  the   school   system has  occurred  through  the freedom-of- 
choice  plan  as   figures   above indicate. 

Jordan Mathews High  School  offers  its   students  a college 
preparatory  course  schedule   as well   as home  economics   and other 
vocational   classes.     Chatham High  offers  vocational courses 
which   includes  home  economics  and  agriculture.     Both  of the 
latter   subjects  are  of   little  aid  in  obtaining jobs. 

Further education  is  sought  by  two  thirds  of   the Jordan 
Mathews  graduates;   less   than  one  third  of   the  Chatham graduates 
pursue   further  education.     Of  the  students who  do  attend advanced 
instructional  classes,   half   attend  colleges   and  the  other half 
business   and/or vocational   training  schools.     This   is   true of 
both white  and  Negro high  school graduates. 

The   opportunity  for  post high  school  education  is available. 
Nearby vocational   schools   are   located in  Sanford,  Asheboro and 
Burlington.     Other  training  schools   are   to  be  found  in major 
Piedmont  Crescent  cities.     There   are   an  abundant  number of 
junior  colleges   and four  year  colleges  in  the   state; however, 
many  graduates  in  Siler  City  could be   limited  in application 
either  financially  or  scho 1 astica11y.     Further  strengthening the 
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Chatham  County  School   System,   providing  better   facilities for 
students   and  teachers,   and   increasing   the  annual   teachers pay- 
scale  will  do much  to   improve  the  end  product  of  the educational 
system.     A  stronger  educational  program will  be  most important 
if  the  town   is   to  attract   new families   and  expand  the industrial 
economy.     The   town  and   its   citizens   cannot   afford   to   lose this 
opportunity. 

Presently,  most  of   the  students  who   leave   town temporarily 
for   further  training  eventually  leave   it  permanently  in  order to 
find  suitable  work.     It   is   estimated  by  employment   and school 
authorities   that  perhaps  30  percent  of   the  white  high school 
graduates  and most  of  the  Negro  graduates   from Siler  City who 
joined   the   labor   force   left   town  to  do  so.     Because suitable 
jobs  are  not  available   in  Siler  City,   the  town  is   losing the 
young  people  which   it  has   educated.     Additional  young men leave 
town  to   fulfill  their military obligation.     They may  also even- 
tually   find  employment   in  another community. 

This   situation   is   a  waste  of   local   resources,   of local 
effort,   and  of   local   investment.     For  years,   local  high school 
students  have  been educated  by  not  only  county  and  state taxes 
through  high  school  but   also  sometimes   by   state   taxes through 
college.     The   skills  which  they have  acquired  through their 
public  education  are  now often being  adapted  to  expand the 
economy  of  some  other  area.     The money  they  earn  is  now being 
spent   for   goods   purchased   in  another   area.     This   is   perhaps be- 
cause   the  young  people  are   forced   to move  out  of  the community 
in  order   to   find  a   suitable   and   attractive   job.     The community, 
as   it   fails   to  provide   job  opportunities,   is   losing   its own 
people  who were  born and  reared  in  the  area,   those  who would 
often make  a  good citizen. 

Employment   in  Siler City 
In   1960,   2,031  Siler  City  residents  were  employed. Table 

IX  indicates   the   important   labor   statistics   for   1960. Nearly 
84  percent  of   the  male  population   is   represented   in  the labor 

TABLE IX 
S ILER CITY  EMPLOYMENT STATUS, 1960 

Age 14 Not In In Labor 
And Over Labor Force For ce Employed Unemp loyed 

Males 1 , 492 241 1,251 1 ,226 25 

Fema 1 e s 1 ,623 780 843 805 38 

Total 3,115 1,021 2,094 2 ,03 1 

Source:     U.   S.   Bureau  of   the  Census, 1960. 
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force.     The   25  unemployed males   is   only   2   percent   of   the total. 
Fifty-two   (52)   percent  of   the  women  worked;   unemployed   among the 
female  sex was   4.5  percent   in  1960.     The  number  of males  not in 
the   labor   force   over   14 years   of   age   are   primarily   those  who are 
attending school. 

Of  the  various   occupations  of  employment,   the   1960 census 
indicated   that   over   a   third  of  the  workers   are   of   the census 
category  "operatives  and  kindred workers".     This   reflects the 
presence  of  Siler  City's   textile,   furniture  and  food processing 
industries  which  require   this   type  of worker. 

By   industry,   25  percent   of   the  workers  who   reside   in town 
held   jobs   in the  textile  and  apparel   industry;   12.5  percent in 
furniture  and wood  products   industries;   20  percent   in retail 
trade.     Collectively,   46  percent  of  the  workers  were   engaged in 
manufacturing occupations. 

be 
Not 

noted . 
k in  Si 1 er City, it shou Id 
e labor force had found 
i e s outs ide Chath am Coun ty . 

Employment   in Mathews Township 
Township  employment  data  provide   information which includes 

the   town and  the  fringe  area  plus   the  remainder  of   the Mathews 
Township.     This   employment   data  gives   a  better  view  of   the plan- 
ning  area.     (See  Table  X).     Seventy-eight  percent  of   the males 

TABLE X 
MATHEWS   TOWNSHIP  EMPLOYMENT  STATUS, 1960 

Age 14 Not In In Labor 
And Over Labor Force Force Employed Unemployed 

Males 2,701 595 2 , 106 2 ,060 46 

Fema les 2,764 1, 462 1,302 1 ,224 78 

Total 5,465 2,057 3 , 408 3 ,284 124 

Source:     1960  unpublished census data  - Spe cial Tab le PH-4. 

are   in  the township labor force c omp a red to 83.8 pe r c e nt   in   t own 
There  were   1,314  additional   persons   in the labor   f o r c e   f r om 
Mathews   Township  beyond   the town 1 imi t s. 

Area-Wide Industrial Labor Market 
Interviews with industrial emp1o y e r s i n   the pi an ni ng area 

support   the   view  that additional emp1o ya ble workers a re now 
difficult   to obtain. Industrial promotion of   c c r t a i n types of 
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industry   for  Siler  City  has   temporarily  slowed  because  of   the tight 
labor market  conditions.     According  to   figures  prepared  by the 
Employment  Security  Commission,   however,   within  a   25 mile  radius of 
Siler  City   there  are  supposed  to  be   2,505  persons   seeking   jobs who 
possess  production  job  skills   or  who  are  deemed   trainable   for jobs 
at  the   semiskilled   level  or  higher.     (See   Table   XI).     Siler City 
does  not  have  the  only  interest   in  these  persons; Greensboro, 
Burlington,   Asheboro,   and  other   nearby  cities   are   in  competition with 
Siler City   for  these workers. 

TABLE XI 
NUMBER  AND   CHARACTERISTICS   OF PRODUCTION-TYPE 

WORKERS  WITHIN  25  MILE  RADIUS  OF  SILER CITY 

Miles 
Siler 

From 
City 

Ava i lab le Wo rker s 
Ava ilable 

Ski 1 led 
Workers 

Available 
Semi- 

Ski 1 led 
Workers 

Uns killed and 
Inexperienced 
But Trainable 

Total Ma le Fema le Male Fema le Male Female Ma le Fema1e 

2 , 505 1,115 1,390 100 30 190 350 825 1,010 

0 to 15 655 300 355 30 10 55 85 215 260 

15 to 20 880 385 49 5 40 10 65 135 280 350 

20 to 25 970 430 540 30 10 70 130 330 400 

Source:     "Estimate  of  Resident  Production Worker  Availability   for the 
Area  of  Siler   City",   Employment   Security  Commission  of North 
Carolina   (Table  prepared  from June,   1966,   data), Raleigh, 
N.   C.,   December  6,   1967, publication. 

Fami ly   Income 
Chatham County ranked  40th  in  the  State's   100  counties   in median 

family   income   in   1959.     The   amount   of   $3,611  was   just   slightly below 
the  State  median   income  of   $3,956.     The   annual  rate   of   increase in 
real   income   (that   is,   in real  purchasing  power)   from  1949   to   1959 was 
5.8  percent.     This  compares   favorably  with  the   State's   4.3 percent 
annua 1 gain. 

Siler   City's  median  income  was   $5,107   in   1959.     This   amount was 
well  above   the  State median  and  above   the  median  for   urban families 
throughout   the  State   ($4,843).     In Mathews   Township  outside Siler 
City  the  median was   $3,563  which   is   fairly  high  for  a  rural popula- 
tion  because   family members  were   employed   in  Siler  City  firms and 
many  women  worked  which  gave   these   families   two   incomes. Comparison 
of   the   above  medians   to   the   U.   S.  median  family   income   of $5,660 
places   the   seemingly  encouraging  picture  of  the  Siler   City median 
family   income   in a   different perspective. 
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TABLE XII 
MEDIAN FAMILY  INCOME, 1959* 

United States 5,660 

Nor t h Carolina 3 ,956 

Chatham County 3,611 

Mathews Township 3 ,563 

Siler City 5, 107 

Median income refers to the figure where half of the families 
earn more,   half  earn less. 

The  distribution of  family  income   for  Siler City's 1,174 
families   in  1960  follows   in Table  XIII.     The   low  incomes (only 
332   families  or  28  percent  earned  over  $7,000  per  year) reflect 
low  levels   of  education and  related  employment opportunities. 
The   fact   that makes   this  percentage  even more  astounding  is that 
approximately  fifty-two   (52)   percent  of   the   females  over   14 years 
of  age  also hold  jobs.     It  would  be   logical   to  expect  that where 
husband  and  wife  are  both  working  incomes  would  be  above this 
level.     The   situation may  have  corrected   itself  since   the 1960 
census . 

TABLE XIII 
DISTRIBUTION OF  FAMILY  INCOME, 1959 

FOR  SILER CITY 

All   Fami lies Negro   Fami lies 

No . of fami 1 ie s 1174 183 

Inc omes under $1,000 39 12 
$ 1 ,000 - $1,999 87 55 
$2,000 - $2,999 114 43 
$3 ,000 - $3,999 200 36 
$4,000 - $4,999 130 16 
$5,000 - $5,999 159 12 

$6,000 - $6,999 113 
$7,000 - $7,999 158 3 
$8,000 - $8,999 59 
$9 ,000 - $9,999 41 5 
$ 10,000 - $14,999 47 
$15,000 - $24,999 24 

Over $25,000 3 

Per   Capita   Income $1,506 $584 

Source:     U.   S.   Census,   1960,   PC   (1),   35C,   N.   C.,   Table 81. 
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Per  Capita Income 
The  relative  situation between   local  census  units   in North 

Carolina  and  the  United  States   is   similar   to   those  presented for 
median  family  income.     On  the  average  each  person  in Siler City 
supposedly  "earned"   $1,506  for   1959.     State  and  county  per capita 
earnings  were  also under  the  national   level.     Table  XIV depicts 
this  now dated   information.     Negro  per  capita   income  in Siler 
City was   $584  in 1959. 

TABLE XIV 
PER  CAPITA INCOME, 1959 

United States $1 ,853 

North Carolina $1,260 

Chatham County 

Siler City 

$ 1,034 

$1,506 
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THE ECONOMY 

INDUSTRY 

Every urban  place  owes   its  existence  to  some   type  or types 
of  urban  activity.     Many  are   oriented   toward manufacturing; some 
are  commerce  and  distribution  centers;   others  are  centers of 
government  and education. 

In recent  decades,  manufacturing  has  gained increasing 
importance   in  the  Siler  City  planning  area,   both  as  a  source of 
employment  and  as  a  boost   to  the   local  economy.     The  town has 
succeeded   in broadening   its   economic  base  as   is  evidenced  by the 
variety  of   industry  found  in  and  around  Siler  City.     New manu- 
facturing   jobs  have  been  created  in  several  new and expanding 
plants   since   1960.     These   jobs   create   the  demand   for more 
support workers,   housing,   and  various  goods  and service. 
Noticeably   lacking  from  the  newer   industries,  however,   are the 
higher-wage  growth   industries  of metals  and  electronics. The 
town  should  not  put  all  their   long  range  hopes  solely on low- 
paying   industries   (textiles,   furniture,   food processing). 

Table XV  lists   the  name  of  the  companies   in  the planning 
area,   the  product manufactured,   current  employee   totals  and the 
year   the  company was  established   in  Siler  City.     Total employ- 
ment   in  these   industries   is   3,196  persons.     Not   all,   of course, 
are   from  Siler  City.     These   firms  attract  approximately  30 per- 
cent  of  their  workers   from  distances  ranging  between  2-32 miles 
as  was   determined   from  a  Division  of   Community   Planning survey 
of  several   local   industrial  plants.     The  remainder  are from 
Siler  City.     Table  XVI   names   areas   from which  workers   come and 
the   percent  of   commuting  employees   from each. 

Industrial  growth  in  the  Siler City  area   is   evident from 
the  number  of   industries   that  have   located  here   since   1960. Be- 
tween   1950-1960,   five   industries   had  come   to   this community. 
Since   1960,   five   (5)   new  plants   have   located   in  the  Siler City 
area  while   two   existing  plants   closed   (a   furniture   company and 
hosiery manufacturer).     Equally   important   to   the industrial 
growth  are   those   local   industries  which  have   expanded operations. 
With  active  but   selective   industrial   promotion  and  good sites, 
continued  growth   is   very  possible.     The   1960-1968  growth  has not 
been  at  the  pace   of   1950-1959  partially because  of  a  tight labor 
market. 

The   industrial  payroll   totaled  nearly   $12 million  for local 
industry   in   1967.     Much  of   the  wages   are  being  returned   to the 
Siler  City  economy  which   is   very   fortunate   for   the  community. A 
sample  survey  of   two   local   industries  was  taken  in December, 1967. 
This   survey   indicated  that  approximately  70  percent  of  the em- 
ployees  were   from  the   immediate  area.     Only  3  percent  of  the em- 
ployees  were   from  communities   larger   than  Siler  City.     This brief 
sample   suggests   that  nearly  all  of   the  employees  would  be return- 
ing  a   large   portion  of   their   income   into   the   economy  of  Siler City. 
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INDUSTRIAL PROMOTION 

Siler  City  Development Corporation 
A  local  pressure   for  change  and  development   is manifested 

in a  practical  way  through  the  Siler  City  Development Corpora- 
tion,   a  private  corporation  locally  owned  by   50  Siler  City resi- 
dents.     The  purpose  of  the  corporation  is   to  acquire   land for 
industrial  development  and  finance  or rent   industrial buildings. 

In   1960  the  corporation purchased  56  acres   northwest  of town 
on  U.   S.   421  and  adjacent  to  a  railroad  for development  as an 
industrial  park.     Selig Manufacturing  Company  and  A. J. 
Schneierson &  Sons   occupy approximately  46  acres  of  this tract. 
Additional  recent   land  acquisitions  bring  the  total   land  in the 
industrial  park  now available   for  development  to   160  acres. The 
area   is   served  by  a   10   inch water   line  from Siler  City. Sewage 
is  handled  by  individual  septic tanks. 

Industrial  Development Corporation 
An  Industrial  Development  Corporation was set  up several 

years  ago  to  provide  a   legal  structure  through which industrial 
development bonds could be sold to finance the A. J. Schneierson 
plant  which was   to  be  constructed   in  the   industrial  park. This 
legal  structure   for  issuing such  bonds  remains in existence for 
future use. 

Chamber  of Commerce 
The  Chamber  of  Commerce maintains   a   list  of properties 

available   to   industry.     The  Chamber's   Industrial Expansion 
Committee  works  with  the  Division of  Commerce  and  Industry of 
the  North  Carolina  Department  of  Conservation and Development in 
attempting  to   locate  new  industry  in Siler City. 

The   Local Situation 
Siler  City  appears   to  have  great  potential   for industrial 

growth.     The  town has  demonstrated  that   industries  do  succeed in 
this   area.     Besides   its   favorable   location   in respect  to the 
Piedmont   Crescent,   the  relocation of  U.  S.   421  will improve 
accessibility  to markets  and  raw materials,   and  will make the 
land  along  the  relocated  route  attractive   for  industrial develop- 
ment. 

An existing  shortage  of   labor  for  skilled   jobs   and   low pay 
scales  will  have   to  be  overcome   to  attract more  workers. It 
appears   that  a  great  number  of  high  school  graduates  would be 
available   for  employment  within  the  area  if  suitable employment 
were  available.     The   fact  that  the  town  is  an attractive place 
in which   to   live   is   an asset   in  attracting industry. 
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Siler  City  is  attractive   to  prospective   industry when resi- 
dential  neighborhoods,   community  facilities,   and recreational 
opportunities  are  considered.    An  indication of  community spirit 
is   exemplified  through  the   town's   50 bed  hospital  which is 
supported  by  private  contributions  rather  than  tax money. 
Citizen support was  again recently  reaffirmed when construction 
began on a  30 bed  addition.     This  again  is  being  done  by private 
contributions.     It   is  effort  such  as  this   that   indicates an 
overall  community spirit   to  industrial management  of prospective 
industry.     The   local  environment  and  attitude  has  done much to 
further   industrial  promotion  in  the  past  ten years. 
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AGRICULTURE 

Historically,   Siler  City  is   the  service  and   trade  center for 
a  sizable   agricultural  hinterland.     Although   this   rural county 
has  remained  oriented   to  agriculture,   Siler  City has gradually 
changed   its  rural  character   in  favor  of  one  which  depicts a 
growing   industrial   town.     The  county agriculture,   however,   is re- 
flected   in  the   town's   industry.     There   is  a   flour  and  feed mill, 
two  poultry  dressing  plants,   a meat  processing  plant  and  a country 
ham processing  plant.     All  rely on  the  surrounding agricultural 
area  for   their  supply  of  raw material input. 

Chatham County   leads   the  state   in  the  production  of poultry, 
hatchery  operations,   commercial  eggs  and  turkeys.     Within the 
county  25 million broilers  are  produced  annually.     Income from 
the  poultry  activity was   $20,929,000   in   1966.     (See  Table of 
"Income  Derived  from Chatham County's   Farm  Products"  on page 31). 
Income   from  poultry  and  eggs   provided  approximately two-thirds 
of  the  county's  agricultural   income  from  farm products. The 
estimated   1966   income  from poultry  is   twice  as much as   the 1961 
figure . 

A  cooperative  arrangement  between  the   farmer  and private 
enterprise makes  broiler  production beneficial  to  both. The 
hatcheries  and  feed mills  usually  supply  the  chicks  and  feed to 
the  farmer.     In turn,   the  farmer  supplies   the  chicken house, the 
heat,   and  supervision.     Very   little   labor   is   needed  because of 
the  automated  feeding  system.     At   the  end  of  six  to  nine weeks, 
the  chickens   are   sold  at  a  guaranteed price. 

Though  the  price  of  poultry  fluctuates  widely  at times, 
this  element  of  Chatham's   farm economy  is  here   to  stay.     The re- 
gion has  become  developed  for   the   intensive  poultry production, 
the   feed mills,   hatcheries,   poultry  processing  plants and 
chicken houses  are   in  existence  and  the  demand  for  poultry pro- 
ducts   continues   to  grow with  the  growing  population.     This in- 
dustry makes  very   intensive  use  of  otherwise  poor farmland. 

The   second major   income  producing  farm  crop  is   forests in 
Chatham County.     The  gap  between  poultry  and   forestry   income is 
a  very  noticeable   $18 million.     Better management  of   the wood- 
lands  would  approximately  double  yields.     The   County Agricultural 
Extension Agent  estimates   an upward  yield  from  $8.80  to $15.00 
annual   income  per  acre   if  trees  were  properly  trimmed  and pine 
was   substituted  for  the  hardwood.     Annual   income  with better 
practices   could  be  nearly  five million dollars.     Many landowners 
simply   let  trees  grow on  their   land  and  every   few  years  cut them 
over. 

Tobacco,   the  third  ranking  income  crop,  was   grown on 
approximately   2,600  acres   of   Chatham  County  soil   in   1966. With 
the  present  system  of  tobacco  allotments,   the  share  of   the local 
economy   from  tobacco  will  probably  continue  about   the same. 
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TABLE XVI 

ESTIMATED   INCOME  DERIVED  FROM  CHATHAM COUNTY'S 
FARM  PRODUCTS,   1961 AND 1966 

Income Income 
Commod ity 1961 1966 

Poultry  and Eggs $ 10,495,000 $20 ,929 ,000 

Forestry 4,725,000 2,9 18 ,000 

Tobacco 2,192,240 2 , 133 , 796 

Mi lk 2,450,000 2,100,000 

Cattle 820 ,000 1,084,000 

Hogs 450,000 885,000 

Other Grains   (including soybeans) 595,000 577,500 

Greenhouse  and Nursery 420,000 

fl t" n p r    T."i'\7£»cf"f*pk    janH    l.l' VPC f Arlf PrnHnpfc 16 2 000 17 4,275 

Corn 180.000 140,000 

Hay and  Other Crops 135 ,000 56,250 

Fruits  and Vegetables 3 , 295 39,750 

Cotton 3 1,150 7,672 

Potatoes 750 3 ,000 

TOTAL $22 , 239 , 435 $31,468,243 

Source:     "Estimated  Income  From Sale of Farm Products , 1961-66, 
By  Counties",   N.   C.  Agricultural  Extension Service, 
Raleigh,  N.   C,   1967 .     "Chatham County" 

The  county  has   130 Grade A dairies  which  accounts   for $2.1 
million  from milk sales.     Approximately  200  farmers  raise beef 
cattle,   hogs  and  sheep.     Field  crops  grown  in  Chatham County in- 
clude  corn,   grains,   hays,   sorghums   and  cotton.     Total  farm in- 
come   in  Chatham County  for   1966 was  $31,468,243.     This  was down 
from a  total  of  $34.2 million  in   1965  but  up  from  $25.8 million 
in  1964 and  $24 million  in 1963. 

Improved Production 
The  Chatham  County  Soil  and Water  Conservation District, 

with  headquarters   in  Pittsboro,  works  with  farmers   to preserve 
and   improve   the  productivity  of   their   land.     Various  means of 
bettering  farm management  practices   include   irrigation, grassed 
waterways,   contour  planting,   cover  crops,   planting of grasses 
and   legumes,   and   the  proper management  of  crop residue. 
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The  region  is  suitable  for  the  production of vegetables 
which would  bring   in more  income.     Vegetables  are not presently 
grown  in  quantity  because   they  require more   labor than other 
crops.     Irrigation  could  profitably  be  applied  to truck farming. 

The  county will become more  important as  a  source of food 
as   the  population of  the  county and  Piedmont  grows.    Well managed 
farm practices  will be  necessary as more  farmland  is  taken out of 
production  for  residential   land  use.     Poultry  production may in- 
crease by expanding sales   in  the  eastern seaboard megalopolis 
from Newport  News   to  Boston.     The  promotion  of  poultry sales, 
improved methods  of  packing  and  shipping,   and  increased  use of 
the   improved   transportation  facilities  will make   it  possible for 
Chatham's  poultry  products   to  be marketed   in  an expanded trade 
area. 
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RETAIL TRADE 

Data  pertaining  to  retail  sales   and  other  business activity 
are  provided  in  the  U.   S.   Census  of  Business.     Most  recent infor- 
mation of  this   type  relates   to   1963   data.     Previous  censuses for 
comparison  are   those   for   1954 and   1958.     Table  XVII  provides re- 
tail  sales   trends   for Siler  City  from  1954-1963.     In  1963 retail 
sales   for   items   such  as  gasoline,   food,   clothing, automobiles, 
etc.,   totaled  $13.4 million —  an  increase  of   24.2  percent over 
1958.     Also   included  in Table XVII  are   the  total  number of 
establishments,   payroll  and  number   of   employees.     Each  have in- 
creased   in  total   number  and   percent   from   1958   to   1963   and  at a 
greater  degree   than  between 1954-1958. 

TABLE XVII 
RETAIL  SALES   TRENDS   FOR  SILER  CITY BY 
NUMBER OF  ESTABLISHMENTS, EMPLOYEES, 

PAYROLL,   AND SALES 

1954 1958 
Percent 
Change 1963 

Percent 
Change 

Numb er of establishments 105 98 -6 . 7 118 + 20 . 4 

Sales ( in  thousands) $10,796 $10,835 +0 . 4 $ 13,454 + 24.2 

Payro 11 (in  thousands ) $851 $1,0 17 + 19 . 5 $ 1,337 +31.5 

Numb e r o f  emp1o ye e s 390 404 +3 . 6 453 + 12.1 

Source:     U.   S.   Census  of  Business, 1963. 

As   to  type  of  business,   Table   XVIII   indicates   that food 
stores,   eating  and  drinking  places,   lumber  and  building materials 
and   gasoline   service   stations   have   shown   the   largest  percent in- 
crease   in  Siler  City's   sales.     Eating  and  drinking establishments 
increased  sales  by   157  percent  over   the   1958  reporting period. 
Automotive  dealers,   because  of  the  cost  per  unit  sold, totaled 
the   largest monetary  amount  of  goods   sold   in   1965.     Food stores 
were   second   in  total   sales.     A miscellaneous  grouping  of retail 
stores   listed  as   "others"   dropped  off   18  percent   in sales after 
recording  the  biggest  gain   in   1958.     The most  recent  and largest 
increases   are   in  food,   gasoline,   and  construction material sales. 
A  category  of   "other  retail  stores"   increased  sales   from 1954 
to   1958  by   170.6  percent.     This  was   the  greatest  advance in 
business  activity  since   1954.     There  are  only  two  vacant stores 
in  downtown  Siler  City   at   the  present time. 

In speaking  of  retail  sales,   it  should  be  recognized that 
business   is   generated  not   only  by  the   local   residents,   but by 
business,   tourist,   and  social   interests   from  other  areas. As 
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TABLE XVIII 

RETAIL  SALES   TRENDS  FOR  SILER  CITY  BY TYPE 
OF  ESTABLISHMENT,   1954,   1958,  AND 1963 

(Sales   in $000's) 

Percent Percent 
1954 1958 Change 1963 Cha nge 

Type  of Business 

Lumber,   bldg. material, 
hardware,   farm equipment 

$2,847 $    77 1 -72.9 $1,440 +86 .8 

General merchandise 452 677 + 49 .8 793 + 17 . 1 

Food stores 1 , 501 1,575 + 4.9 2 ,553 + 62 . 1 

n U L U 111 \J <_  J.  V C       U L u  i c 1 0 2   6 6 5 ?   48 ? - 6 9 2  99 6 + 20.7 

Gasoline  service stations 654 707 +8 . 1 1,137 + 60.8 

Apparel,   accessory stores 111 NA 7 29 -5.6 

Furniture, home 
furnishings, equipment 

450 46 1 + 2 . 4 479 +3 .9 

Eating,   drinking places 200 235 + 17 . 5 605 + 15 7 .4 

Other  retail stores 928 2,511 +170.6 2 ,041 -18.7 

Drug  stores;   house to 
house,  mail order, NA NA 681 
vending machine sales 

1963 TOTAL SALES : $13,454 

NA -  breakdown withheld  to  avoid disclosure. 

Source:     U.   S.   Census   of Business. 

Siler  City  has   its  own  retail  trade  area,   it   too  belongs   to a 
larger   trade  area  at  the   same  time   and   local  residents contri- 
bute  to  that   large  trade  area  and  vice  versa.     A  sample survey 
of   local  buying habits   indicated  that most  residents occasionally 
trade   in Greensboro  and  other   larger  cities  nearby.     The purchase 
of   forms   of  entertainment,   dining  out,   clothing  and furniture 
were   the most mentioned  reasons   for  purchases  outside  of Siler 
City's   trade  area. 
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CONCLUSION 

To  some   local  citizens,   the   facts  presented   in  this report 
may  not  be well  received.     To  these  persons   it may  appear that 
the  purpose  of  this  report  was   to  be  critical  of   the short- 
comings   in  Siler  City.     This   certainly  has   not  been   the case. 
The   report  has   rather  been  an  honest  appraisal   based  upon both 
a  statistical  and  subjective  analysis.     By  determining the 
strengths   and  weaknesses   of  Siler   City's   population  and economi 
structure,   a   framework  for   the   planning  program  can be develope 
The   determination  of  past  and  present  activity   in   the   town must 
necessarily  be   an  early   input   to   the  planning  process.     In fact 
it   is   a  requirement   for   intelligent  and  rational   decisions con- 
cerning  the   town's   future  orderly growth  and development. 

In summary,   some  of  the major  problems   facing  Siler City 
are: 

- Low  educational  attainment  compared   to   the nation 
- Tight   labor  market;   shortage  of   labor   for   skilled jobs 
- Incomes   are low 
- Outmigration of  educated  young population 
- Variety  of   industry  is mostly   low wage  paying industry 
- No  available   rental  housing;   very   few homes   for sale 
- Manufacturing  employment  concentrated  primarily  in the 

textile   and   food  processing   industries  which  are becoming 
more  automated  throughout  the nation 

- A young  population who  require  a  variety  of recreational 
facilities   that   have   not  been provided 

The  population and  economic  picture   is  not  entirely clouded 
by  the   above   problems.     Despite   these   subjects  mentioned which 
need   immediate  attention,   the   Siler   City  area  has   the following 
positive  aspects   pertaining  to  the  population and economic 
structure.     They are: 

- Increasing  population  since   the   town's   incorporation in 
1887 

- Gaining  a   larger   percentage  of  the   county population 
- In-migration 
- Many  nice  housing  developments   in  the   planning area 
- A   substantial   number   of  production  type  workers available 

for   employment  within  a   twenty-five mile radius 
- Increasing  retail   sales,   employees,   establishments and 

payrolls 
- Primary  retail   trade   center  of  Chatham County 
- Well  developed  community facilities 
- A good  potential  for  industrial  development  and increased 

population  and  economic growth 
- Better   transportation   facilities   are   creating more inter- 

action with  other  Piedmont  Crescent cities 
- A  very   strong  community  spirit   and  an   interest   in plan- 

ning   for   the   future  development   of   the community 
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-  An   industrial   park  and  sites   for   the   choice   of   future in- 
dustrial prospects 

In  order   to  diversify  and  stabilize   the   existing economic 
base   and   subsequently  provide  employment   for   the   expanding plan- 
ning  area  population,   a more  concentrated  effort  should be made 
to  attract   industries   other  than  those  engaged   in  textile and 
food  processing.     If  possible,   the   new  industries  brought  to the 
Siler   City  area  should  be   those  which  have   a  high  growth poten- 
tial,   provide male  employment  and  are  relatively   insensitive to 
the  national  business   cycle.     In  turn,   this  would increase 
economic  and  employment  opportunities,   and  consequently encourage 
many  of   the   young  people   to  remain   in  Siler  City.     Often those 
persons  who migrate   to   other   communities   are   the  better educated 
who,   if   they  stayed,   would  help raise   the   levels   of education, 
income   and  housing  and   in  so  doing  aid   the  development  of a 
larger middle  class.     An  upward  distribution  of  wealth  would re- 
sult   in   increased  growth  and  prosperity   for  Siler City. 

An  aid  to  balanced  growth will  be   the   implementation  of an 
effective  planning  program.     The  ability  to  show prospective in- 
dustry  what   there   is   now and  what   future   development   is   to be 
like  will  aid   in  efforts   to   attract   new  industry.     Other possi- 
bilities   for   local   improvement  of  the   retail   economy  would be 
through  the   analysis  of  the  central business  district  to deter- 
mine   the   need   for  renovating  the  downtown area. 
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